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1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Blue Ash, Ohio, was held on January 10, 

2019.  Mayor Thomas C. Adamec called the meeting to order in Council Chambers at 7:00 

PM.  

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

Mayor Adamec led those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. ROLL CALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Vice Mayor Marc Sirkin, Councilwoman Linda Bauer, 

Councilman Joe Leet, Councilman Pramod Jhaveri, 

Councilman Jeff Capell, Councilman Lee Czerwonka, and 

Mayor Tom Adamec  

ALSO PRESENT:  City Manager David Waltz, Solicitor Mark Arnzen, Clerk of 

Council Jamie Eifert, Assistant City Manager Kelly Harrington, 

Treasurer Sherry Poppe, Assistant Parks & Recreation Director 

Brian Kruse, Public Works Director Gordon Perry, Fire Chief 

Chris Theders, Police Chief Scott Noel, Administrative 

Assistant Karla Plank, Community Development Director Dan 

Johnson, and interested citizens 

4. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

Councilman Czerwonka moved, Councilwoman Bauer seconded to accept the agenda. A 

voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. Motion carried. 

1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

3. ROLL CALL – Clerk of Council Jamie K. Eifert 

4. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

5. PUBLIC HEARING – 7:05PM to consider a final development plan for a new hotel and site development for 

a Residence Inn in the Summit Park Subdivision (Resolution No. 2019-4) 

6. PUBLIC HEARING – 7:10PM to consider a Conditional Use Permit for an outdoor dining area at 9290 

Kenwood Road in the Downtown Zoning District (Resolution No. 2019-5) 

7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Regular Meeting of December 13, 2018 

8. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council – Clerk of Council Jamie K. Eifert 

b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

c. Mayor’s Report – December 2018 

d. Financial Report – Motion to accept the report for December 2018 

9. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

10. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Finance & Administration Committee, Lee Czerwonka, Chairperson 

1. Resolution No. 2019-1,   authorization to accept real property abutting Carver Woods Drive 

2. Resolution No. 2019-2,   budget amendments 

b. Parks & Recreation Committee, Linda Bauer, Chairperson 

1. Resolution No. 2019-3,   authorizing purchase of mowing and maintenance equipment  

c. Planning & Zoning Committee, Marc Sirkin, Chairperson 

1. Resolution No. 2019-4,   approving a final development plan for a new hotel and site 

development for a Residence Inn in the Summit Park Subdivision 

2. Resolution No. 2019-5,   approving a Conditional Use Permit for an outdoor dining area at 

9290 Kenwood Road in the Downtown Zoning District  

11. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

12. ADJOURNMENT 
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5. PUBLIC HEARING to consider a final development plan for a new hotel and site 

development for a Residence Inn in the Summit Park Subdivision (Resolution No. 

2019-4) 

Mayor Adamec opened the Public Hearing and asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2019-

4 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-4 

APPROVING A FINAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR A NEW 

HOTEL AND SITE DEVELOPMENT FOR A RESIDENCE INN 

IN THE SUMMIT PARK SUBDIVISION ON APPROXIMATELY 

2.864 ACRES 

Applicant John Lowry, Civil Engineer for Lowry Engineering, and Rick Larson, President of 

Dakota Legacy Group, provided a presentation seeking approval of a proposed development 

plan for a new hotel in the Neighborhoods at Summit Park Subdivision:   

  

The proposed Residence Inn is a 126 unit, 4 story hotel in the Neighborhoods at Summit Park 

Subdivision. The site will be located on the Southwest corner of Reed Hartman Highway and 

Glendale-Milford Road.   

 

 
Access to the hotel will be located to the east of the development.   

The fire access to the site is a condition of the property which has been fully accepted and will 

work with City staff to ensure the proper fire access is granted.  The building will have a 

sprinkler system as required by fire code.   

  

A landscape plan was proposed to include shrubbery and trees around the site as depicted. 

The applicant stated that Council previously approved a concept plan in 2016 to include one or 

two, 100-150 room, nationally branded, limited service hotels in the Gateway Village portion of 

Summit Park Subdivision.   
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The photos above depict various elevations of the hotel that have a strong pedestrian 

presence and patio space with views into Summit Park.   

  

The exterior features of the hotel consist of pre-finished metal, brick and stainless steel siding 

consistent with the finishes and features previously approved for the structure to the west of 

the proposed hotel.   

 
 

The building signage plan was previously submitted and reviewed by Planning Commission.   

The site lighting plan must meet City code requirements.   

In addressing Council’s questions, Mr. Larson stated the hotel will have a space reserved for 

a future restaurant pad but a restaurant is not included as part of the initial application.  

Although hotels perform better with restaurants, it is uncertain, at this point, what type of 

restaurant would be appropriate.  Mr. Lowry stated the existing restaurants in Summit Park 

are excited about the proposed hotel and believe it would add to their business as well as 

support other restaurants and businesses in the proposed concept plan.   

Council expressed their concerns regarding the signage plan which includes six signs on or 

around the building.  They feel it is over advertised especially when other business 

development is added.  Steve Dragon, Vice President of Vandercar, stated that the signage 

plan is currently being worked on for the area.   

Council also expressed concerns with the number of existing hotels in Blue Ash and how the 

Residence Inn would compete with an already saturated market without corporate in place 

as a part of this overall development.  Council indicated that the Land Use Plan recognized 

that there were a number of existing hotels in the area and that if an additional hotel was 

built, it would be a high-end or boutique type hotel.  Mr. Larson explained that Blue Ash 

would not support a full service, upper tier hotel.  Full service hotels consist of a restaurant, 
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bar, and corporate meeting spaces which are typically in downtown urban areas.  The 

proposed Residence Inn is a limited service, extended stay hotel that has studio rooms with 

kitchenettes, king size beds, and a lounge area designed for guests who stay for more than 

three days.  The average room rate is expected to be approximately $135 per night.   

In response to a question about process, City Manager David Waltz reminded Council that a 

Planned Unit Development (PUD) Concept Plan was approved in 2016 which was a vision 

for the development.  A PUD is a process where a developer has a development plan 

outlining configurations that would allow Council to waive or change setbacks, building 

heights, uses, etc.  The burden is on Council as to whether the hotel meets the vision of the 

concept plan approval.  The Concept Plan approval, consistent with the City of Blue Ash’s 

vision as laid out in its Land Use Plan for the Summit Park District, requires any new hotels 

to be high-end or boutique-style hotels.  Mr. Waltz also explained that Council has the option 

to say “no” for now until additional corporate offices are developed within the area as 

previously specified in legislation.  Although there is no official definition of “boutique” in the 

Zoning Code; if Council has a vision of what “boutique” should be, then it is within Council’s 

prerogative to not approve the Resolution and/or make a motion for certain conditions as 

part of its final development plan approval.   

The hearing was opened to the public for comment.  There being no further questions or 

comments, the public hearing was declared closed at 7:35 P.M.  

6. PUBLIC HEARING to consider a Conditional Use Permit for an outdoor dining area 

at 9290 Kenwood Road in the Downtown Zoning District (Resolution No. 2019-5) 

Mayor Adamec opened the Public Hearing and asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2019-

5 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-5 

APPROVING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR AN 

OUTDOOR DINING AREA AT 9290 KENWOOD ROAD IN 

THE DOWNTOWN ZONING DISTRICT ON 

APPROXIMATELY 0.31 ACRES 

Applicant Jeff and Melissa Ledford, Owners of Catch-A-Fire Pizza, expressed their desire to 

open a full service restaurant at 9290 Kenwood Road.  Catch-A-Fire Pizza is a wood fired 

pizzeria with a craft beer and wine program as part of the restaurant space.  Applicants have 

been in business for six years.  They began operations with a food truck and then opened at 

the Mad Tree Brewing Company in Oakley.  They chose Blue Ash as their first stand-alone 

brick and mortar establishment.  They hope to help strengthen the community by creating jobs 

and working with other local, independent businesses.   

Architect Mark Dieckers indicated Catch-A-Fire Pizza would be located at 9290 Kenwood 

Road.  One of its main features will be the large outdoor patio area.  There is an area that is 

covered, one area with a trellis, and an exposed patio.  The building will have a chimney 

element that will be elevated approximately 20 feet and will be visible from Ronald Reagan 

Highway.  Parking was a primary discussion with Planning Commission.  Currently, the 

property has 12 spaces.  Hamilton County owns a 25 foot parcel next to Ronald Reagan 

Highway and has agreed to lease the parcel that will add nine parking spaces and a location 

for an enclosed dumpster.  Mr. and Mrs. Ledford conducted a parking study which concluded 

that the business needed a maximum of 57 parking spaces for customers and employees.  

The establishment will accommodate 200 patrons with 12 employees.  The parking study 

further concluded that 15% of the customers will be pedestrian, 5% by Uber or Lyft, bicycling 

areas, and the remaining will be vehicles averaging 3 people per car.  Other areas that can be 

used for public parking are the Blue Ash Civic League (40 spaces); Blue Ash Smiles dental 

office (18 spaces) with another 8 spaces available from 7:00 pm to 7:00 a.m.  The City is also 

looking at available on-street parking at Towne Square Avenue from Kenwood to Hunt Road 

which would produce up to 8 additional parking spaces.  Mr. Ledford stated that the number of 

parking spaces are based on their maximum capacity which would be during the summer 

months when the patio is open.  They plan on promoting pedestrian traffic, bike sharing 

program, and walking from the neighboring apartments and condos in the neighborhoods. 
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In addressing Council’s questions and concerns, Mr. and Mrs. Ledford explained that there 

are 116 seats inside and 84 seats in the outside patio area.  Employee parking will be 

directed to park further from the establishment.   

The hearing was opened to the public for comment.   

Susan Szmyd, MD, 9302 Towne Square Avenue, stated that her business would be adjacent 

to the proposed Catch-A-Fire pizza business.  She is concerned with parking on her 

property.  Due to the nature of Dr. Szmyd’s medical practice, she cannot allow her parking 

area to be used a public parking.  She requested Council to review the plan to make sure 

there is adequate parking without intruding on surrounding property owners.   

There being no further questions or comments, the public hearing was declared closed at 

8:05 P.M.  

7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Vice Mayor Sirkin moved, Councilman Czerwonka seconded to approve the minutes of the 

regular meeting of December 13, 2018.  A voice vote was taken. All members present voted 

yes. Motion carried. 

8. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council 

There were no communications presented to Council. 

b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

There were no representatives from outside agencies present at the meeting. 

c. Mayor's Report – December 2018 

TOTAL RECEIPTS: .........................................................................................................................................  . $13,447.00 
 
DISBURSEMENTS: 

To Blue Ash 

  Fines/costs/Expungements/forfeitures/NSF check charges, vendor permits) .................................. $9,702.00 

To the State of OH: ................................................................................................................................... $3,594.50 

  Victims of Crime .................................................................................................................................... $855.00 

  General Rev Fund .................................................................................................... now included in 2a below 

  Sealings ..................................................................................................................................................... $0.00 

  Indigent Defense Support Fund 2a (Includes STG and bond surcharge) ........................................ $2,375.00 

  Drug Law Enforcement Fund 2b .......................................................................................................... $304.50 

  Justice Program Service Fund 

  Seat Belts ................................................................................................................................................ $60.00 

  Indigent Driver’s Alcohol Trtm’t Fund ................................................................................................... $130.50 

Refund of Appealed Fines and Costs ............................................................................................................. $0.00 

Refund of overpaid fines ................................................................................................................................. $0.00 

Bond Money applied ........................................................................................................................................ $0.00 

Bond Money returned  ............................................................................................................................ $0.00 

Restitution payment .............................................................................................................................. $20.00 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS .............................................................................................................................  . $13,447.00 

BALANCE IN BONDS: 12/31/2018 ................................................................................................................. $0.00 

Mayor’s Court traffic citations issued ................................................................................................................... 81 

Mayor’s Court Building charges issued .................................................................................................................. 0 

Mayor’s Court criminal citations issued ......................................................................................................... 9 

Total Mayor’s Court cases  .......................................................................................................................... 90 

Blue Ash rev. from Mayor’s Ct. Cases:...…………………………………………………………………………… $9,702.00 
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d.  Financial Report – December 2018 

Councilman Czerwonka moved Councilman Jhaveri seconded to accept the Financial Report 

for December 2018 as submitted. A voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. 

Motion carried. 

CITY OF BLUE ASH FINANCIAL POSITION STATEMENT- MONTH ENDING December 31, 2018 

MONTH TO DATE 2017 2018 
START OF MONTH FUND BALANCE:   $48,964,094.95  $45,898,767.18 
Revenues:     
 Earnings Tax Collections: $3,060,217.68  $3,624,215.99  
 Debt Financing (long term) -  -  
 Debt Financing (short term) -  -  
 Other Revenue Received: $840,446.72  $733,635.20  
 = Total Monthly Receipts  $3,900,664.40  $4,357,851.19 
Expenditures:     
 Long term Debt Payments -  -  
 Short term Debt Payments -  -  

 Other Expenditures: $3,455,273.89  $3,599,172.86  
 = Total Monthly Expenditures:  $(3,455,273.89)  $(3,599,172.86) 
END OF MONTH FUND BALANCE:   $49,409,485.46  $46,657,445.51 
   
YEAR TO DATE 2017 2018 
START OF YEAR FUND BALANCE:   $58,212,800.00  $49,409,485.46 
Revenues:     
 Earnings Tax Collections: $36,066,950.33  $36,198,002.98  
 Debt Financing (long term) -  -  
 Debt Financing (short term) -  -  
 Other Revenue Received: $15,483,153.56  $18,170,997.12  

 = Total YTD Receipts  $51,550,103.89  $54,369,000.10 

     
Expenditures:     
 Long term Debt Payments $7,634,870.46  $7,576,207.96  
 Short term Debt Payments $63,939.74  $63,939.74  
 Other Expenditures: $52,654,608.23  $49,480,892.35  
 = Total YTD Expenditures:   $(60,353,418.43)   $(57,121,040.05) 

YEAR TO DATE FUND BALANCE:   $49,409,485.46  $46,657,445.51 

100% of the fund balance was invested as of 12/31/2018  Interest paid to date on matured investments: $592,529.35  

Receipt and expenditure figures do not include interfund transfers or advances.  All debt includes principal and interest. 

BLUE ASH INCOME TAX DIV. INCOME TAX RECEIPT SUMMARY - MONTH ENDING December 2018 

MONTH TO DATE STATUS: 2017 2018 
 Business Net Profit $627,341.74  $1,030,896.86  
 Resident Net Profit $165,034.45  $128,981.66  
 Non-Resident Net Profit $47,269.44  $35,965.16  
 Subcontractor Net Profit $8,608.14  $15,271.00  

 Net Profit Total  $848,253.77  $1,211,114.68 
 Withholding $2,172,984.08  $2,370,186.02  
 Subcontractor Withholding $38,979.83  $42,915.29  

 Withholding Total  $2,211,963.91  $2,413,101.31 

 Monthly Collection Totals  $3,060,217.68  $3,624,215.99 
    18.43% 

     
YEAR TO DATE STATUS:     
 Business Net Profit     $5,357,279.13  $6,042,478.70  
 Resident Net Profit    $1,453,478.67  $1,332,815.22  
 Non-Resident Net Profit $480,432.64  $376,848.86  
 Subcontractor Net Profit $180,498.20  $192,907.63  
 Net Profit Total  $7,471,688.64  $7,945,050.41 

 Withholding $28,001,509.55  $27,676,422.48  
 Subcontractor Withholding $593,752.14  $576,530.09  
 Withholding Total  $28,595,261.69  $28,252,952.57 
 YTD Collection Totals  $36,066,950.33  $36,198,002.98 

    0.36% 

 YTD Refund Totals  $1,899,818.00  $1,927,381.20 
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9. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

Mike Duncan, 11191 Jardin Place, informed Council of the AARP Tax Counseling Program 

that is a free tax service to the City’s elderly and low to moderate residents.  Their services 

are available at the Sharonville Community Center on Wednesdays and Fridays, beginning 

February 6th, and at Mayerson JCC in Amberly Village on Thursdays, beginning February 7th 

through the first week of April.  Services are by appointment only.   

Charles Stocker, 9628 West Avenue, expressed his concerns with the revised Ward 

boundaries.  He feels the voters will be denied their right to vote for a representative on City 

Council during the November election.  He believes Section 17.06 of the Municipal Code has 

been violated.  He requested Council to revoke its December 13, 2018 decision, and 

postpone any redistricting until after the 2020 census data results.  

James Siuda, 5761 Donjoy Drive, expressed concerns about the new roundabout on 

Plainfield Road.  He feels the signage warning of the approaching roundabout does not 

provide adequate notice as drivers come up the hill and are immediately approached with 

the roundabout.  Also, Mr. Siuda would like to see a computer simulation of the proposed 

roundabout at Plainfield and Hunt Roads.  Mr. Siuda further requested that the Crosley Field 

backstops be maintained as they have become rusty and outdated. 

Rob Ryan, 9514 Conklin Avenue, expressed concerns with redistricting of Ward 1 into two 

districts.  He believes an incorrect map of the Ward lines were used to depict the current 

boundaries and an undisclosed map was used to redo the boundaries.  He feels the matter 

had been protracted throughout the year and presented at the end of the year, thereby, 

using an emergency ordinance which is contrary to the intent passed by the citizens of the 

2016 election wherein the Charter was changed.  In addition, Council “knocked out” 

approximately 450 voters from voting in the 2019 election for Ward Council.  In reviewing the 

revised map, he believes the district has been gerrymandered.   

Josh White, 11104 Centennial Avenue, expressed his concerns as to why it was not 

important for two Blue Ash Council representatives to give the residents of Hazelwood 

Community a voice in the community center decision. 

Mayor Adamec stated that many discussions were had amongst staff and Counsel regarding 

redistricting.  Any one alluding to gerrymandering is not correct.  The previous Ward districts 

were not balanced and posed a legal concern for the City.  Therefore, the objective was to 

have a balanced amount of representation per resident which is what the Ward redistricting 

allows.  

Hearings from Citizens was declared closed at 8:20 PM. 

10. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Prior to the Council meeting, Council members received the following report describing 

agenda items: 

This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the January 10
th

 Council agenda.  

5.  PUBLIC HEARING to consider a final development plan for a new hotel and site development for a 

Residence Inn in the Summit Park Subdivision (Resolution No. 2019-4) 

Summit View Development is proposing to build a 4-story, 126-unit Residence Inn on the east side of Summit 

Place in the Neighborhoods at Summit Park development.  The proposed hotel is on the same site as was 

proposed in the preliminary development plans for the overall project.  The approximately 115,000 square foot 

building would extend from the Park’s edge to the roundabout and includes an area that is set aside for future 

development of a 5,000 square foot restaurant. 

Planning Commission considered the proposed plan at its December 6, 2018 meeting and recommended 

approval to City Council. 

Please direct any questions to the Community Development Director. 

6.  PUBLIC HEARING to consider a Conditional Use Permit for an outdoor dining area at 9290 Kenwood 

Road in the Downtown Zoning District (Resolution No. 2019-5) amendments 

The applicant is planning to redevelop this existing site into a restaurant with an outdoor eating area on the 

Kenwood Road side of the building.  The plans include removing the two-story house from the building, 

constructing an addition in its place, and upgrading the entire structure to satisfy the architectural regulations.  

The proposed land use and site configuration is permitted in the Downtown zoning district, but the Zoning Code 

requires a Conditional Use Permit for an outdoor eating area more than 10-feet in width. 
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Planning Commission considered the proposed plans at its December 6, 2018 meeting and recommended 

approval to City Council. 

Please direct any questions to the Community Development Director. 

10.a.1. Resolution No. 2019-1 authorizing to accept real property abutting Carver Woods Drive   

Carver Woods Drive will be realigned and extend into the Neighborhoods at Summit Park as part of the project’s 

public infrastructure.  In order to straighten out the right-of-way and remove two 90-degree turns, the neighboring 

property owners are donating small parcels to the City that will be dedicated as right-of-way and constructed 

upon.  In the future, the unnecessary right-of-way may be abandoned. 

Please direct any questions regarding this resolution to the Assistant City Manager. 

10.a.2. Resolution No. 2019-2 budget amendment  

Resolution No. 2019-2 provides for the following 2019 budget modifications. 

Budget Amendments that will Increase or (Decrease) Budget 

- Carryforward of unused 2018 Budget appropriations into the 2019 Budget for projects/items that the City 

was unable to complete or encumber for various reasons in 2018: 

o $6,500 for cruiser changeover costs related to a cruiser purchased in 2018 

o $76,000 for the Recreation Center roof repair project approved by Resolution 2018-62  

- Additional $75,000 is necessary to pay real estate property taxes due on the Summit Park property 

resulting from an unexpected taxable valuation amount added to the parcel by the County.  Staff is 

currently working with the County to determine the exact reason for the increase. However, the new 

valuation appears to be related to public structures at the Park which may require filing for real estate 

tax exemption.  The State exemption process requires that annual property taxes are paid in full prior to 

filing for exemption/refund. 

Please direct questions related to this resolution to the Treasurer/Administrative Services Director or City 

Manager. 

10.b.1. Resolution No. 2019-3 authorizing purchase of mowing and maintenance equipment  

Resolution No. 2019-3 authorizes the purchase of a Toro Triplex 3320 mower, Toro MDX Workman Utility 

Vehicle, ProCore 648 aerator, TX427 Dingo Compact Utility Loader, two Toro Flex 21 Greens Mowers and 

related accessories from Century Equipment through the State of Ohio’s Cooperative Purchasing Program 

(Contract #777515C) for an amount not to exceed $98,999.41.   

Please direct questions regarding this Resolution to the Assistant Parks & Recreation Director. 

10.c.1. Resolution No. 2019-4 approving a final development plan for a new hotel and site development 

for a Residence Inn in the Summit Park Subdivision  

See #5 above.   

Please direct questions regarding this Resolution to the Community Development Director. 

10.c.2. Resolution No. 2019-5 approving a Conditional Use Permit for an outdoor dining area at 9290 

Kenwood Road in the Downtown Zoning District 

See #6 above.  

Please direct any questions regarding this resolution to the Community Development Director. 

a. Finance & Administration Committee, Lee Czerwonka, Chairperson 

Councilman Czerwonka asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2019-1 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-1 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ACCEPT TWO 

PARCELS TOTALING 0.9281 ACRES OF REAL PROPERTY 

ABUTTING CARVER WOODS DRIVE (PARCELS C AND D 

OF BOOK 13550, PAGE 1330, OF THE HAMILTON COUNTY 

RECORDER’S OFFICE RECORDS, HAMILTON COUNTY 

AUDITOR’S PARCELS 612-0120-0206 AND -0208, 

RESPECTIVELY) FROM SUMMIT VIEW DEVELOPMENT, 

LLC FOR ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS, AND AUTHORIZING 

THE CITY MANAGER TO ACCEPT ONE PARCEL TOTALING 

0.004 ACRES OF REAL PROPERTY ABUTTING CARVER 

WOODS DRIVE FROM CARVER WOODS GROUP, LLC, 

FOR ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS 

Councilman Czerwonka moved, Councilwoman Bauer seconded to adopt Resolution No. 

2019-1.  
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There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Bauer, Leet, Jhaveri, 

Capell, Czerwonka, Sirkin, and Mayor Adamec voted yes. Seven yeses. Resolution No. 

2019-1 passed. 

Councilman Czerwonka asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2019-2 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-2 

PROVIDING FOR AMENDMENTS WITHIN THE 2019 

ANNUAL APPROPRIATION RESOLUTION NO. 2018-58 

Councilman Czerwonka moved, Councilman Leet seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2019-2.  

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Leet, Jhaveri, Capell, 

Czerwonka, Sirkin, Bauer, and Mayor Adamec voted yes. Seven yeses. Resolution No. 

2019-2 passed. 

b. Parks & Recreation Committee, Linda E. Bauer, Chairperson 

Councilman Bauer asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2019-3 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-3 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO PURCHASE GOLF 

COURSE MOWING AND OUTDOOR MAINTENANCE 

EQUIPMENT 

Councilman Bauer moved, Councilman Czerwonka seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2019-

3. 

Councilman Capell expressed his opposition to subsidizing the City’s golf course.  The 

proposed resolution for golf maintenance equipment was not discussed with Council prior to 

the meeting.  Councilman Capell recommended that the City have committee meetings to 

discuss issues prior to the Council meeting.   

Assistant Park and Recreation Director Brian Kruse explained that the purchase of golf 

course equipment was part of the State bidding.  The purchase is part of a regular rotation of 

lawn equipment given the life span of a mower at the golf course is 12 to 15 years.  The 

requested purchase was approved by Council in the 2019 budget.   

There being no further discussions, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Jhaveri, 

Czerwonka, Sirkin, Bauer, Leet, and Mayor Adamec voted yes. Councilman Capell voted no. 

Six yeses, one no.  Resolution No. 2019-3 passed. 

c. Planning & Zoning Committee, Marc Sirkin, Chairperson 

Vice Mayor Sirkin asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2019-4 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-4 

APPROVING A FINAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR A NEW 

HOTEL AND SITE DEVELOPMENT FOR A RESIDENCE INN 

IN THE SUMMIT PARK SUBDIVISION ON APPROXIMATELY 

2.864 ACRES 

Vice Mayor Sirkin moved, Councilman Czerwonka seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2019-

4.  

Vice Mayor Sirkin stated that when approving the Concept Development Plan for the Summit 

development, Council expressed their desire to have corporate prior to a residential type 

facility; he considers a hotel to be residential.  Even though the hotel may not be a “boutique” 

hotel, he feels it is nice enough to fit in with the character of the development.  He expressed 

his concern of having another hotel in Blue Ash with an already over saturated market and 

without corporate development in place.  He believes that a restaurant would be a positive to 

the project but not without corporate development.  He further stated the proposed outdoor 

signage was excessive.   
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Councilwoman Bauer agreed that the development needs to have a corporate development 

anchor first to support the hotel.  Although she is okay with a hotel in the development, she 

feels the hotel should be more of a full-service, boutique type. 

Councilman Capell feels that legislation relevant to a public hearing should not be voted on 

during the same Council meeting in order to allow for additional questions and concerns that 

may arise.  He would like to gain a better understanding of what has been promised to the 

City as far as the hotel being “boutique” or not during discussion of the Concept Plan in 

2016.   

Councilman Czerwonka stated that the developers promised a full service hotel and feels the 

design of the proposed hotel lacks character and does not compliment Summit Park.    

Councilman Jhaveri stated that the number of signs on and around the proposed hotel 

needs to be reduced significantly.   

Mayor Adamec feels the proposed hotel does not differentiate from the other hotels in Blue 

Ash and does not fit the Land Use Plan; however, he believes a hotel would have a positive 

impact on securing restaurants in the development.  He feels there needs to be a condition 

that no more than two signs should be allowed for any of the businesses.   

Mr. Waltz recommended that if the Resolution passes, it could be followed-up with a motion 

to amend to include additional conditions such as sign limitations, etc.   

There being no further discussions, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Leet and 

Jhaveri voted yes.  Councilpersons Capell, Czerwonka, Sirkin, Bauer and Mayor Adamec 

voted no.  Two yeses, five nos.  Resolution No. 2019-4 did not pass. 

Vice Mayor Sirkin asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2019-5 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-5 

APPROVING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR AN 

OUTDOOR DINING AREA AT 9290 KENWOOD ROAD IN 

THE DOWNTOWN ZONING DISTRICT ON 

APPROXIMATELY 0.31 ACRES 

Vice Mayor Sirkin moved, Councilwoman Bauer seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2019-5.  

Council expressed their pleasure of the proposed project with the exception of the parking 

issues.  However, Council acknowledged that the parking is at the risk of the Applicants.  

Council feels the restaurant will be a nice addition to the downtown area.   

There being no further discussions, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Czerwonka, 

Sirkin, Bauer, Leet, Jhaveri, Capell, and Mayor Adamec voted yes. Seven yeses. Resolution 

No. 2019-5 passed. 

11. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

Mr. Waltz welcomed City Solicitor Mark Arnzen who is standing in for Bryan Pacheco who is 

away on family matters.  Mr. Waltz stated that during the January 2017 Council Retreat, 

certain strategic goals and objectives were adopted by Council such as:  1) Attractive and 

Well-maintained Community; 2) Safe Community; 3) Quality and Desirable 

Neighborhoods; 4) Strong and Vibrant Economic Environment; 5) Quality and Diverse 

Leisure-time Activities; 6) Connected, Accessible and Reliable Transportation 

Network; and 7) Governance.  Each of those topics are items of focus that are identified as 

priority items to work on.  Mr. Waltz provided a year-in progress report as follows:   

“Attractive and Well-Maintained Community” – the Community Reinvestment Area around 

Downtown continues to do well as evidenced by the new housing construction.  The City’s 

new hire for property maintenance is receiving a lot of accolades for his performance.   

There were no new initiatives under “Safe Community”.  The Police Chief and Fire Chief 

have done very well in enhancing community engagement.  To-date, Police Chief Noel 

reported their Police Officers have engaged over 17,000 people.  The goal for 2019 is 

20,000 people – whether it be speaking to a corporate group, a residential group, etc.  Both 

departments have done a wonderful job with the Open Houses.  Last year’s Fire Department 
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Open House had over 6,000 in attendance.  In 2019, a revised Disaster Plan will be 

implemented.   

“Quality and Desirable Neighborhoods” goals and objectives continue with enhancing 

pedestrian access with additional Downtown streetscaping.  The landscaped walls and signs 

in the area are beginning to emerge.  In 2019, Council funded the final portion of the 

streetscaping as well as an entry feature on the south side.  There continues to be questions 

as to what is being planned for Downtown.  In 2019, Administration will increase 

communications to residents, to generate more enthusiasm to Downtown  

“Strong and Vibrant Economic Environment”, highlights in 2018 included the Ensemble 

project with approximately 2,000 new jobs being announced along with a number of other 

projects including an economic development roundtable with brokers, etc.  The 

Neighborhoods at Summit Park is under development.  There is a tentative agreement with 

the Malsbary redevelopment residual property.  There has been positive feedback with the 

Blue Ash Corporate Center.   

“Quality and Diverse Leisure-time Activities” was highlighted by the completion of Summit 

Park.  In 2019, the capital initiative will focus on the operations of the park.  The City 

committed to begin reviewing Towne Square improvements and reimagine the space in 

2019.  The open issue from 2018 is updating portions of the Hazelwood Oak Park and 

discussions will take place in the next few months.   

“Connected, Accessible and Reliable Transportation Network” – the City initiated a pilot 

program for the Zagster Bike Program which was reasonably successful and plan to 

continue the program in 2019 and review it in 2020.  Council requested the continuance of 

the connectivity plan that is a success.  Currently, a sidewalk on Creek Road is under 

development and the City recapped and funded some items in 2019.  Traffic improvements 

have been performed with updated LED lights and coordinated controls along with several 

roundabouts being completed on Malsbary-Plainfield Road and various other traffic 

improvements.  Administration will review the coordinated plan and the linkage system.  

There are a few independent systems that could be expensive to connect.  As the City 

continues to implement this infrastructure program, the City will want to focus on costs.  

There is an intent to have more open houses for residents and businesses to learn about the 

Plainfield and Hunt roundabout system.  

In regard to “Governance”, Council agreed to perform a Citizen Survey which has been 

completed; Administration will be providing the results within the next month.  Council 

requested the continuance of the Citizens Academy; the Class of 2018 was recently 

completed and Administration is requesting citizen applications for the Class of 2019.  

Council Ward Redistricting was an item of discussion during the Retreat.  The final Ward 

Redistricting was completed and approved by Council in December 2018.   

Mr. Waltz stated a number of things have been accomplished and Administration stands 

committed to continue working through the lists in 2019.    

Councilman Capell extended appreciation to the two residents that expressed concerns 

regarding the Ward redistricting.  He stated there are hundreds of Blue Ash residents that 

went to the polls in 2017 to cast a vote for a two-year Ward representative and now, due to 

the redistricting, have been placed in a Ward with a 4-year term, leaving two years without a 

voice in selecting their Council Member.  Councilman Capell also recommended committee 

meetings to provide Council an opportunity to discuss topics not usually addressed during 

Council meetings.  Councilman Capell expressed appreciation for the memo received from 

Assistant City Manager Kelly Harrington outlining the Ringo Lanes property zoning potential. 

He recommended Council review the definition of “mixed-use”.  He is concerned that an 

apartment building will be built requiring mixed-use and the retail portion may be minimal or 

of a lower quality. 

Councilman Leet requested Administration to consider Blue Ash resident James Siuda’s 

concerns regarding signage approaching the Plainfield Road roundabout.  Councilman Leet 

expressed his support for the new residents in his Ward due to the redistricting.  
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Regarding the formation of committee meetings, Vice Mayor Sirkin encouraged Council 

Members to attend the Committee Meetings, such as Planning Committee, Board of Zoning 

and Board of Site Arrangement.  The Blue Ash residents who volunteer their time and 

service to the meetings is incredible. 

Mayor Adamec appreciated the City’s strategic goals and objectives as it gives Council an 

understanding of the City’s progress.  He reminded citizens of the computer simulation for 

the roundabouts located on the City’s website.  The City received Happy Holiday greetings 

from its Sister City delegation in Ilmenau, Germany.   

12. ADJOURNMENT 

All items on the agenda having been acted upon, Councilman Czerwonka moved, Vice 

Mayor Sirkin seconded to adjourn the meeting. A voice vote was taken. All members voted 

yes. The Council meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:10 PM. 

 

 

      ______________________________________ 
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